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DRILLING

Only so many ways

Mike Hayes reports on the array of technological,
environmental and mechanical advances that have
changed the face of drilling equipment in the 21st century.

CFA piling I

The Egyptian Army Corps of Engineers is undertaking some of

the construction work, and is carrying out a significant amount P~ k=t
of drilling to carry foundation piles. . i
The Army chose continuous flight auger (CFA) piling, the — T -
advantage being there is never an open or unsupported pile prsie. > & d o
bore, as with some other bored piling methods. K _ o
A number of Soilmec drill rigs are being used on the project, L s Rt e s
especially the SR-125. This rig is important, due to the fact that SR o e £ e
its technology has been designed for bored piles and CFA, but ; = ===

it can also be easily converted to perform cased secant piles, a
technique using two separate rotary heads, the top driving the
CFA auger and the lower head driving the casing.

This method benefited the Army operatives, as the accuracy of

the piles could be significantly increased, as well as the speed of . > :

production.

‘The new mast and new rotary on the Soilmec rig ensures a monitoring over the rig and technological parameters, in the
healthy weight-to-performance ratio, and the H-cab has been shape of the 300mm touch screen.
designed to offer the operator comfort, along with control and The turret has been redesigned to cut noise levels and, in

the LDP version, the rig can perform 121m deep piles, with a
maximum diameter of 3,500mm.

At the Port Said job site the SR-125 HIT has been used to
perform the bored piles of 1,200 mm diameter to a depth of
74m. ‘The piles were drilled in bentonite through the use of a
bucket with soil teeth and with the first 12m cased directly with
the rotary head.
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DRILLING

The Egyptian Army
is using Soilmec’s
SR-125 HIT rig on ;
the new Suez Canal { G
4

project

Soilmec’s SR-125
HIT drilling rig
bores piles to a
depth of 74 m, at
Pord Said, Egypt i
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